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Mr. Jeff §. Jordan . = o -
Ms. Kim Collins ‘ 0 8 An
Federal Election Commission (<) nﬁgc‘gﬁ
999 E Street, N.W. . - Doz
Waﬂﬂnsm. D.C. 20463 - , Do r,-,;‘;,‘g s
Re:  MURGOT2 | N TERS
. 5> ©
David Browning vs Miuoun Wutem ‘:: Z =
State University j_

Dear Mr. Jordan and Ms. Collins:

I represent Missouri Western State University ("Missouri Westem" or the "University™) and
in that capacity | am responding to your notification of complaint dated September 22, 2008. As
confirmation of my representation, I have enclosed the Statement of Designation of Counsel signed
by Dr. Robert A. Vartabedian, the President of the University.

In response to the complaint, Missouri Western State University offers the following brief
factoal background: .

The University was approached by the St. Joseph News Press to co-sponsor the debate of the
Sixth District Congressional race between Republican Sam Graves and Democrat Kay Barnes. The
University initially agreed fo co-sponsor the event with the St. Joséph News Press. Whenthe debate
'was announced, the University was then contacted by Mr. DavidBroming,hnbummcmdldm
for Sixth District Congressional seat.

RhmmMgMﬁcthumhﬁngihapéﬁﬂmmmdMn
Browning's lack of fund raising and other factors, the News Press did not believe he should be
allowed to participate in the debate. Mr. Bmwxﬂngluuudthnuumd:dneofavdidpmy
lenllyonﬁebdlot, he should be allowed to participate in the debate.

MmﬂmﬂMmuhUmwﬂmewihﬁawmﬁ‘u
well as conversations with me as outside general counsel, the University took the position that it
would not co-sponsor the debats unless all qualified candidates who were lawfully on the ballot
would be allowed to participate. That decision was communicated to the St. Joseph News Press.
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" The University also at that time advised the Newa Press that the University facilities could still be

used for the debate provided the News Presa as sole sponsor peid the normal rental fee fox the space.

In my capacity as outside general counsel, I also contacted Mr. Browning and advised him
initially that the University would review his concerns and that I would contact him once the
University reached a decision. As promised, I contacted Mr. Browning by telephone and advised
him thet the University would not co-spansor the debate unless he was allowed to participate. That
call took place Iste in the afternoon of Tuesday on which Mr. Browning filed his complaint.

At the time the University mads its decision and the time of my telephone call with Mr.
Browning, neither the Univeraity nor I were aware that a complaint had been filed with the Federal
Election Commission. After ] advised Mr. Browning of the University's position to not co-sponsor
fhedehmwlﬂmmmpuucipnmn.hcmuymfomdmeﬂ:nhewwldmthdnwm complaint

against the University.

Amdnﬂy.hhﬁeuﬁm&ﬂhaof&quimlﬂMMr.Mhﬁﬂ:dﬁawnm
complaint as to the University. As support for this position, I have attached copies of Mr.
Browning's emails dated September 11, 2008(2)mdSepunha12,2003,mwh1chhzeonﬁrmsthe
withdrawel of his complaint against the University.

Based on Mr. Browning's withdrawal of his complaint, it appears to me that the issue is
resolved and the University should not be required to respond further. Of course, if you have any
questions conceming the University's position orneed any additional information, please contact me.

Sincerely, |
MORTON, REED, COUNTS & BRIGGS; LLC

>y,
a5y

cc:  Dr. Robert Vartabedian




29044241057

GUT/UY/2UU8/THY UZ:22 PR MRCB FAI Neo. 8162328418 | P. 004

vi'd

FEDERAL ELEOTION COMMISSION
990 € Street, NW
Vlllhlnm OC 20483

STATBIENT OF DEOI.NATION OF GOUNCEL

WMUR#$_6072

NAME OF COUNSEL: _gtaphan J. Brigsas
FIRM:_Moreon, Rasd. Counts & Brisge. LLC
ADDRGSS:__P. 0, Box 364, 400 Jules St., Sutte 320.

———8t, Josaph. M0 66302
TELEPHONE- OFFICE( 816 ) _232-8411

FAX (816 ) 2328618

The above-named individusi and/or firm Is hereby designated ssmy
acounsel and is authorized to recalve any notifications and other communications
from the Commission lnd to acton my behalf before the Commiasion.

RESPONDENT/OLIENT____Missouri wnte:n Stats University
(Pleass Print)

" MAILING
ADDRESS: 4525 Downs Brive

_St. Joseph, MO 64507

TELEPHONS- HOME| ' ',
BUSINESS(___) ' '
m&wuﬁlummmlru being.conducted by the Fageral Bleotion
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Steve Briggs

From: Deve Browning [daveb@davesfriends.org]
Sent:  Friday, September 12, 2008 10:53 AM
To: Steve Briggs

Subject: Fwd: [Media] Press Release

g:ummuscuw
Missouri Oth District

Mﬁlﬂqﬂﬂﬂl

www davebrowningforcongoess s

Begin forwarded message:

From: Frank

Dste: September 12, 2008 10:36:00 AM CDT
To: media@davesfrands.org

Subject: [Media] Press Release

For Immediate Release
Friday, September 12, 2008

Dave Browning an Independsnce, Mo attomey, stated that formal

complaints were filed with the Federal Election Commission on 8/11/08 against T !
the NPG Newspapers Inc., The Saint Joseph Area Chamber of Commerce,

and the Northland Reglonal Chamber of Commaerce for. vlo|aﬂon of the debate

rules set forth in 11 CFR 110.13.

In related news, DavesFriends.org, the campaign eommittee for Dave Brownhg Vo
Candidate for the United States Congress for the Sixth District ‘
Of Missourl is pleased to announce that Missouri Westem University

has announced that it will not act as a sponsor of the candidate

debate scheduled for 16 October 2008 uniess all candidates on the ballot

are included as participants. . :

Dave Browning stated that he was pieased and gratified that the university

had voluntarily looked into its great tradition of supporting the open .o
of ideas, and made this decigion. "It shows true character and leadership®, '
Browning said.

OmmMmuu . ‘
_muusonnu . '
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